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of their high idealism?" The only answer I can see is, "Nevermore." 

I lived through the Civil War. A dear brother fought all through, 
and came home with ruined health. Ten years after the war he declared, 
" Had I foreseen the use that was to be made of our victory I would 
never have lifted a finger to win the war." 

I remember well the talk of " Liberty " and all the enthusiasm that 
went with it, and sometimes now it seems as if I were living those old 
days over again — so like are the things that are now being said and done. 

There is any amount of hurrah and generalizing for " democracy," 
but when I look for deeds, or even for words that point thereto with 
any definiteness, I do not find them. 

At the close of the Civil War I saw the quick rise of American 
plutocracy, which without the war would have taken at least a century, 
and might never have come. I saw the destruction of the " unsnobbish 
country," which Mr. Rhodes so lovingly tells us about, and the installa- 
tion of shoddy and snobs. 

If the stage is not now set for a world-wide plutocracy backed by a 
world-wide military establishment, let me be set down as one who cannot 
discern the signs of the times. 

When the war is over, the men who have done the fighting, such of 
them as are left alive, will have to work to pay its debts. And there 
will be nowhere for them to go for escape. " A League of Nations " will 
attend to that. 

Oh, Mr. Rhodes: If you want to keep your beautiful dream, die 
now, before the end of the war ! 

Denver, Colo. Celia Baldwin Whitehead. 

SHOULD WOMEN BE FIT TO VOTE? 

Sir, — Believing you to be one of the few independent thinkers of 
the country and knowing the power you wield through your pen, I want 
to call to your attention what seems a mistake to me in the present 
woman's suffrage propaganda, namely, the idea that it should be universal 
without any qualification of any kind. I do this so that you may bring 
the point favorably and forcefully to public notice before it is too late, 
if it appeals to you. 

Even the heathen Chinee recognized the fact that a person without 
intelligence was not fit to cast a ballot in their republic. One of the few 
mistakes of the founders of our republic was to grant men universal 
suffrage without making the individual prove his fitness for the privilege. 
The result is that to-day voting is done by men so ignorant that they 
know nothing about the questions they are casting their ballots to decide. 

The point that I am advancing is that there should be some mental 
qualification and a slight property one (the payment of some tax or 
otherwise) to allow a man or woman to vote. We cannot hope to get 
the ignorant men to vote away the suffrage which they have, but in giving 
it to women, intelligence could be made a condition, and the women them- 
selves should be willing and ready to further that condition. When the 
number of women having voting power under that condition should be- 
come large enough so that they, combined with the intelligent voters 
among the men, exceed the ignorant voters, then the same quality — intelli- 
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gence — may be made a condition of all voting and the ignorant male 
voter in that way eliminated. 

Woman's suffrage (which seems to be coming) thus qualified would 
become a help to the country. Without qualification, it will be no help 
at all. This proposition, properly put by a facile and strong writer, 
should appeal to the suffragists themselves, it seems to me. I see no 
other way to raise the standard of voters in this country. 

Chicago, III. Arthur T. Galt. 

TEACH IT IN THE SCHOOLS 

Sir, — You must have a great deal of trouble in the States over the 
education of the present generation of German-American children. You 
will also have to face the question of the Germanizing of the next gen- 
eration that will be carried out by parents. 

The remedy is simple. Prepare textbooks, for use in all classes in 
all schools, giving a fair and true account of the war and its authors, the 
manner in which it has been fought and the policy of the Huns generally. 
Let every little child, every boy and girl, every young man and woman, 
be examined in these textbooks every term throughout their educational 
life. Even if they do not fully realize the sin and the folly of the crimes 
of the Kaiser and his satellites, the truth must sink in, and whether they 
think it a sin or a folly or both will depend upon their moral characters. 

I am not so sure that the only way to avoid another war in some 
years' time is for the Allies to make it one of the conditions of peace that 
the truth be instilled into the coming generations of young Huns in Ger- 
many by similar means. 

Auckland, New Zealand. J. Marjoribanks Steele. 

URGENT 

Sir, — I have received no copies of either the War Weekly or the 
Review for some time. If my subscription has expired, kindly renew 
it immediately, drawing on me for one or two years in advance, as you 
prefer. Anything so that you reinstate me at once. Regards and suc- 
cess to you. 

Kansas City, Mo. John F. Kendig. 



